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Economics of Education Seminar, New America, Postsecondary National Policy Institute,
Salesforce Education Summit, Southern Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators,
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Financial Aid Administrators

2011  American Educational Research Association, Association for Public Policy Analysis and
Management, Society for Research on Educational Effectiveness

2010 Association for Institutional Research

Teaching Experience
University of Tennessee, Knoxville
ELPS 207: Foundations and Theories of Leadership Studies (1x)
ELPS 693: Higher Education Accreditation in Theory (1x)
HEAM 650: Finance and Budgeting in Higher Education (4x)
Seton Hall University
ELMP 6101: Introduction to Higher Education (1x)
ELMP 7103: Institutional Research and Planning (3x)
ELMP 8890: Survey Research (1x)
ELMP 8891: Directed Research (2x)
ELMP 9979/9980: Dissertation Seminar I/11 (8x)
ELMP 9993: Organization and Governance 8x)
ELMP 9995: Financial Administration (5x)

Dissertation Mentoring (completed)

Dissertation chair (Tennessee): Zachary Hyder (PhD, 2024)

Dissertation committee member (Tennessee): Ge Wu (PhD [economics], 2023), Kimberly Hill (PhD,
2024), Blake Weiss (PhD, 2025), Clay Carroll (PhD, 2025), Kim Carney (PhD, 2026)

Dissertation chair (Seton Hall): Guillermo de Veyga (PhD, 2016), Jonathan Stoessel (PhD, 2016), Tara
Abbott (PhD, 2016), Marie Gioiosa (PhD, 2016), Judith Egan (PhD, 2016), Mariel Pagan (PhD,
2018), Kelly Childs (PhD, 2018), Ryan Westman (PhD, 2018), Michael Flanigan (PhD, 2019),
Zach Romash (PhD, 2019), Sean O’Connor (EdD, 2019), Dawn Maffucci (PhD, 2019) Anna
Calka (PhD, 2020), Raymond Trigg (EdD, 2020), Olga Komissarova (PhD, 2020), Jeff Levine
(PhD, 2020), Daniel Hrdina (PhD, 2020), Rosalie Maiorella (PhD, 2020). Christina Pellegrino
(PhD, 2020), Andrew Oni (PhD, 2020), Andrea Del Priore (PhD, 2020), David Uibelhoer (PhD,
2020), Zhuoyao Liu (PhD, 2021), Stephanie Mayer (PhD, 2021), Roberta Pughe (PhD, 2021),
Joseph Fresco (EdD, 2022)

Dissertation committee member (Seton Hall): Kevin Iglesias (PhD, 2014), Erin Hopkins (PhD, 2014),
Robert Miller (PhD, 2014), Joshua Wilkin (PhD, 2015), Lucien Costley (PhD, 2015), Stephen
Deutsch (PhD, 2015), Lauren Friedman (PhD, 2016), Martina Ghusson (PhD, 2016), Hillary
Morgan (PhD, 2016), Andrew Brackett (PhD, 2016), Ryan Hudes (PhD, 2016), Joseph Hearl
(PhD, 2016), Irenaeus Ikhane (PhD, 2016), Wendiann Sethi (PhD, 2017), Jennifer Mezzina (EdD,
2017), Reuel Mebuin (PhD, 2017), Michael Aryee (PhD, 2017), Monica Burnette (PhD, 2017),
Lauren Twombly (PhD, 2017), Daria Pizzuto (PhD, 2018), Kataryzna Grzeszczuk (PhD, 2018),
Kevin Majewski (PhD, 2018), Warren Lord (EdD, 2018), Leo Pedraza (PhD, 2019), Wole
Ogunkoya (PhD, 2019), Marissa Muoio (EdD, 2019), William Friel (EdD, 2019), Megan Matesic
(PhD, 2020), Matthew Marino (PhD, 2020), Kyle Warren (PhD, 2020), Tristian Cox (EdD, 2020),
Songa Thomas-Montford (EdD, 2020), Michelle McWeeney (PhD, 2020), Abby Saunders (PhD,
2020), Jodi Bailey (PhD, 2021), Stefanie Benson (PhD, 2021), Michael Carhart (PhD, 2021),
Leslie Rippon (PhD, 2021), Nicole Gilmore (EdD, 2021), Frank Sutter (EdD, 2021), Nicole
Battaglia (PhD, 2022), Dan Bender (PhD, 2022), Cassandra Graham (PhD, 2022)
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University Service

University of Tennessee, Knoxville
Head, Department of Educational Leadership and Policy Studies, 2021-.
College budget committee co-chair, 2021-.
Committee on reimagining university honors, 2022.
COACHE review committee member, 2021-2022.

Seton Hall University (selected)
Chair, Department of Education Leadership, Management and Policy, 2019-2021.
Director of higher education graduate programs, 2019.
College of Education and Human Services stewardship committee, 2018-2021.
University research grants committee, 2016-2018.
ELMP academic standards committee co-chair, 2014-2019.

Professional Service

Associate editor, Research in Higher Education, 2023-.

Editorial board member: Review of Higher Education (2020-2022), Research in Higher Education (2019-
2023), Journal of Student Financial Aid (2016-2019, 2021- [senior scholars board])

What Works Clearinghouse certified reviewer.

Member, IPEDS Finance Technical Working Group, 2024-777.

Member, SHEEO Financial Viability Working Group, 2023-2024.

Member, Competency-Based Education and Learning Research Advisory Board, 2018-2020.

Member, SHEEO State Higher Education Finance working group, 2017-2019.

Member, AAUP Committee on Economic Status of the Profession, 2015-2020.

Member, Postsecondary Value Commission research task force, 2019-2021.

Member, New Jersey’s college affordability taskforce, 2019.

Conference reviewer: American Educational Research Association, Association for Education Finance
and Policy, Association for the Study of Higher Education, SHEEO Policy Conference, Society
for Research on Educational Effectiveness

Journal reviewer: AERA Open, American Educational Research Journal, American Sociological Review,
B.E. Journal of Economic Analysis and Policy, Community College Review, Economics of
Education Review, Education Finance and Policy, Educational Policy, Educational Evaluation
and Policy Analysis, Educational Researcher, Journal of Higher Education, Journal of Policy
Analysis and Management, Journal of Postsecondary Student Success, Journal of Research on
Educational Effectiveness, Journal of Student Financial Aid, Policy Reviews in Higher
Education, Public Finance and Budgeting, Public Performance and Management Review,
Research in Higher Education, Review of Higher Education, Social Forces, Sociology of
Education, Teachers College Record

Grant reviewer: Corporation for National and Community Service, National Research Collaborative on
Competency-Based Education and Learning, Smith Richardson Foundation, Spencer Foundation,
State Higher Education Executive Officers Association, University of Tennessee System Grand
Challenges Competition, William T. Grant Foundation

Book reviewer: Johns Hopkins University Press, Harvard Education Press, Palgrave Macmillian,
Princeton University Press, Rutgers University Press

Technical review panels: Baccalaureate and Beyond, College Scorecard, Integrated Postsecondary
Education Data System, National Postsecondary Student Aid Study
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Awards and Honors

Excellence in Research and Creative Achievement Award, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, 2025.

Association for the Study of Higher Education Council on Public Policy in Higher Education Excellence
in Public Policy in Higher Education Award, 2023. (link)

Robert P. Huff Golden Quill Award winner for excellence in financial aid research, National Association
of Student Financial Aid Administrators, 2019. (link)

Ranked in Rick Hess’s annual Edu-Scholar Public Influence Rankings (Education Week), 2026 (14th),
2025 (31st), 2024 (41st), 2023 (24th), 2022 (129th-partial year at UTK), 2021 (19th), 2020
(34th), 2019 (32nd), 2018 (52nd)

Truman State University Echo 25 recipient (leading young alumni under the age of 40), 2022.

Seton Hall University researcher of the year, 2017-2018.

One of Third Way Education’s higher education social media influencers of 2017. (link)

A featured researcher in AERA’s “Thank a Scientist” campaign, 2017. (link)

AEl/Fordham Emerging Education Policy Scholar, 2015.

First Prize, Data Journalism (small newsroom), Education Writers Association, 2014,

Affiliations and Professional Memberships

Co-founder, InformEd States.

Fellow, Bipartisan Policy Center.

Affiliate, Howard H. Baker Jr. School of Public Policy and Public Affairs, University of Tennessee,
Knoxville.

Visiting scholar, Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia Consumer Finance Institute.

Data editor, Washington Monthly College Guide.

Member, American Educational Research Association, Association for Education Finance and Policy,
Association for the Study of Higher Education.
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