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CEHHS ANNUAL 

FACULTY & STAFF 

RECOGNITION CEREMONY 
 
 

Welcome 
Bob Rider, Dean 

 

 
 

CEHHS Endowed Awards 
Committee Selected 

Presiding—Jim Bemiller, President, College Senate 

 
 

Mary Helen Byers Award 
   Recipient: Melissa Hansen-Petrik 
Awarded to a faculty member or team in the Department of Nutrition to 
promote the College’s mission through innovative teaching.   

 

 

The Frances Speight Clark Award  
            Recipient: Jiangang Chen 

Used for faculty enrichment and development in the health or human 
sciences areas of Child & Family Studies; Nutrition; Public Health; or Retail, 
Hospitality, and Tourism Management.  Intended use:  

• To recognize outstanding achievement in a given field on a given 
project.  
• To use as seed dollars for a new research project, or to continue a 
successful project until permanent funding is found.  
• To fund faculty travel to professional meetings.  
• To fund an international faculty exchange. 
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Committee Selected Endowed Awards  
 (continued) 

The Irma Fitch Giffels Award 
Recipient: Jennifer Jabson 

Awarded to a faculty member in the health or human sciences areas of Child 
& Family Studies; Nutrition; Public Health; or Retail, Hospitality, and Tourism 
Management.  This award is based on superlative research, teaching, or 
service.  

 
 

The John Tunstall Outstanding Faculty Award  
Recipient: Dorian McCoy 

Awarded to an outstanding faculty member who is involved in the 
preparation of teachers, administrators, or others entering the field of 
education. The faculty member shall have a distinguished record in teaching, 
research, or community service or any combination of the three.  

 
 

 
The John Tunstall Outstanding Staff Award 

Recipient: Charlotte Gossett  
Awarded annually to a staff member who has executed their duties in an 
exemplary manner in support of those programs which prepare “teachers, 
administrators, or others entering the field of education.” 
  
 
 
 

The Helen B. Watson Outstanding Faculty Research 
Award  

Recipient: Judson Laughter  
Awarded to a full-time faculty member or team within the departments of 
Educational Leadership & Policy Studies; Educational Psychology and 
Counseling; Kinesiology, Recreation, & Sport Studies; or Theory and Practice 
in Teacher Education. 
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Committee Selected Endowed Awards  
 (continued) 

 
The Helen B. Watson Faculty/Student Award for 
Outstanding Doctoral Dissertation  

Student Recipient: Elizabeth Hays 
Faculty Recipient: R. Steve McCallum 

Awarded to a student and the faculty member who directed the outstanding 
doctoral dissertation within the departments of Educational Leadership & 
Policy Studies; Educational Psychology and Counseling; Kinesiology, 
Recreation, & Sport Studies; or Theory and Practice in Teacher Education.   
 
 

 
 

 
 

College Senate Awards 

Presiding—Jim Bemiller, President, College Senate 

 
Faculty Mentoring Award  

Recipient: Clea McNeely  
Awarded to a  faculty member who has mentored other faculty, especially 
untenured tenure-track faculty, providing counsel, guidance, support and 
encouragement in their department, the college, and/or the university. 

 

 
Departmental Staff Award  

Recipient: Synthia Clark  
Recognizes a department-level non-exempt staff person who has provided 
exceptional contributions to his/her department (going above & beyond job 
expectations to accommodate students and faculty, contributing to a positive 
and supportive work culture and environment). 
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CEHHS Endowed Awards 
Dean Selected 

Presiding—Bob Rider, Dean 

 
Jacquelyn Orlando DeJonge Faculty Award  

Recipient: Robyn Brookshire 
Awarded to a faculty member in the health or human sciences areas of Child 
and Family Studies; Nutrition; Public Health; or Retail, Hospitality, and 
Tourism Management.  This award is based on superlative research, 
teaching, or service. 
 

 
The Louie M. and Betty M. Phillips Faculty Support in 
Education Award 

Recipient: David Cihak 
Awarded to a faculty member in the College of Education, Health, and 
Human Sciences related to the preparation of teachers involved in K-12 
education.  This award serves to highlight outstanding research and teaching 
efforts. 

 
 
CEHHS Board of Advisors Excellence in Outreach and 
Engagement Award 

Recipient: Susan Groenke 
Awarded to a faculty or staff member in the College of Education, Health, 
and Human Sciences who has provided exemplary leadership and service in 
the area of outreach, engagement, and service learning.   
 
 

CEHHS Board of Advisors Faculty Support Award 
Recipient: R. Steve McCallum 

Awarded to recognize current/past accomplishments or future projects of 
one outstanding faculty member for teaching/research/service efforts in any 
area within CEHHS.   
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Editors/Co-Editors of  

Peer Reviewed Publications 
Presiding – Susan Benner, Associate Dean 

 
Paul Erwin, Associate Editor, American Journal of Public  
 Health 
Paul Erwin, Senior Associate Editor, Frontiers in Public Health  
 Services and Systems Research 
Melinda Gibbons, Associate Editor, Professional School  
     Counseling Journal 
Rob Hardin, Co-Editor, Journal of Practical Theology –  
     Special Edition: Sport Chaplaincy 
Lyndsey Hornbuckle-Lampkin, Lead Guest Editor, Clinical  
     Medicine Insights: Women’s Health 
R. Steve McCallum, Co-Founder and Consulting Editor,  
     Journal of Psychoeducational Assessment  
Casey A. Barrio Minton, Editor, Journal of Counselor  
      Leadership & Advocacy 
Hollie Raynor, Executive Editor, Appetite and Behavioral  
     Medicine 
Hollie Raynor, Section Editor, European Journal of Nutrition  
     (Obesity) 
Barbara Thayer-Bacon, Editor-in-Chief, Studies in Philosophy  
     and Education 
Steven Waller, Co-Editor, Journal of Practical Theology –  
     Special Edition: Sport Chaplaincy 
Stewart Waters, Assistant Editor, The Journal of Social Studies  
     Research 
Pattie Davis-Wiley, Editor and Founder, The Tennessee  
     Foreign Language Teaching Association Journal 
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Authors/Editors of Books and Assessments 
Published 2015-2016 

Presiding – Susan Benner, Associate Dean 

 
Bell. S.M.  & McCallum, R.S. (2016). Handbook of Reading 
     Assessment: A One-Stop Resource for Prospective and  
     Practicing Educators. Routledge: Taylor and Francis. 
Bracken, B. A. & McCallum, R. S.  (2016). Universal Nonverbal  
     Intelligence Test 2.  Austin, TX: PRO ED Publishing  
     Company. 
Broemmel, A., Jordan. J. & Whitsett. B. (2016). Learning to  
     be Teacher Leaders. Routledge. 
Clabough, J., Turner, T., Russell, W., & Waters, S. (2015).  
     Unpuzzling History with Primary Sources. Charlotte, NC:  
     Information Age Publishing. 
Erwin, P.C. & Brownson, R.C. (Eds.). (2016). Scutchfield and  
     Keck’s Principles of Public Health Practice (4

th
 ed.). Boston,  

     MA: Cengage Learning.  
Gabriel, R. & Allington, R.  (2016). Evaluating Literacy  
     Instruction: Principles and Promising Practices. Routledge. 
Gilrane, C. & Rearden, K. (2015). What Counts as a Good Job  
     in Teaching: Becoming a Teacher as We Race to the Top.  
     Rowman and Littlefield. 
Hatch, A. (2015). Reclaiming the Teaching Profession:  
     Transforming the Dialogue of Public Education. Rowman  
     and Littlefield.  
Lee, J. W., & Hardin, R. (Eds.), (2015). Policy and Governance  
     in Sport: Issues, Organizations, and Practical Application.  
     Durham, NC: Carolina Academic Press. 
McCoy, D.L., & Rodricks, D.J. (2015). Critical race theory in  
     higher education: Twenty years of theoretical and research  
     innovations.  ASHE Higher Education Report 41(3). San  
     Francisco, CA: Jossey Bass.   
Barrio Minton, C. A., Gibson, D. M., & Wachter Morris, C. A.  
     (2016). Evaluating student learning outcomes in counselor   
     education.  Alexandria, VA:  American Counseling 
     Association. 
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Authors/Editors of Books and Assessments 
Published 2015-2016 

(continued)  
Schuh, J.H., Biddix, J.P., Dean, L.A., & Kinzie, J. (2016).  
     Assessment in student affairs: A contemporary look. San  
     Francisco, CA: Jossey Bass. 
Waller, S.N. (2015). Leisure and fellowship in the life of the  
     Black Church: Theology and praxis. Bloomington, IN: Xlibris  
     Press. 
Turner, T.N., Clabough, J., & Cole, W. (Eds). (2016). Getting  
     at the Core of the Common Core with Social Studies.  
     Information Age Publishing. 
Wooten, D. & Cullinan, B.E., (Eds). (2015). Children’s  
     Literature in the Reading Program: Engaging Young  
     Readers in the 21

st
 Century. International Literacy  

     Association. 
Zager, D., Cihak, D. F., & Stone-MacDonald, A. K. (2016).  
     Autism Spectrum Disorders: Identification, Education, and  
     Treatment (4

th
 edition). NY: Routledge Taylor and Francis. 

 

 
 

Presidents of National/International 
Professional Organizations 

Presiding – Jeffrey Fairbrother, Interim Associate Dean 
 
David Cihak, President, Division on Autism and   
     Developmental Disabilities of the Council for Exceptional  
     Children 
Merilee McCurdy, Chair, Council of Directors of School  
     Psychology Programs 
Marsha Spence, President, Association of Graduate Programs  
     in Public Health Nutrition  
Steven Waller, President Elect, Christian Society for  
     Kinesiology, Leisure and Sport Studies 
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Recipients of National/International  
Professional Awards  

Presiding – Jeffrey Fairbrother, Interim Associate Dean 
 
Richard Allington. P. David Pearson Research to Practice 
     Award, Literacy Research Association. 
Mary Lynne Derrington & Julia Kirk. Distinguished Paper 
     Award, AERA SIG on Supervision and Instructional 
     Leadership. 
Joel Diambra. Outstanding Counselor Educator of the Year, 
     Tennessee Association for Counselor Education and 
     Supervision. 
Paul Erwin. Reviewer of the Year, American Journal of Public 
     Health. 
Ann Fairhurst. Intellect Books Research Award, International 
     Textile and Apparel Association  
Sejin Ha. Best Paper Award, Annual Conference of the 
     American Association of Family & Consumer Sciences. 
Terry Ishitani. Charles F. Elton Best Paper of the Year, 
     American Institutional Research Association.  
Anne McGill-Franzen. Excellence in Education Award, 
     University of Albany, State University of New York. 
Casey A. Barrio Minton. Outstanding Research Award, Chi 
     Sigma Iota International.  
Songning Zhang. Fulbright Scholarship Award. United States 
     Department of State Bureau of Educational and Cultural 
     Affairs. 
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2016 Chancellor’s Honors Awards  
Presiding – Jeffrey Fairbrother, Interim Associate Dean 

 
 

Research and Creative Achievement 
Recipient: R. Steve McCallum 

Bestowed to senior faculty in recognition of excellence in research, 
scholarship, and creative achievement. 
 

Excellence in Advising  
Recipient: Margy Wirtz-Henry 

Bestowed by the Office of the Chancellor and the Teaching Council of the 
Faculty Senate to honor outstanding work in advising. 
 

 

Professional Promise in Research and Creative 
Achievement 

Recipient: Sarah Colby 
Awarded to honor faculty members who are early in their careers for 
excellence in research, scholarship, and creative achievement. 
 

 
LGBT Advocate Award 

Recipient: Jennifer Jabson 
Recognizes a faculty member, staff member, or student who demonstrates a 
commitment to advancing lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender issues on 
campus. 
 

 
 

Excellence in Teaching 
Recipient: Jennifer Morrow 

Bestowed by the Office of the Chancellor and the Teaching Council of the 
Faculty Senate to honor outstanding work in the classroom. 
 

 
 

Alumni Public Service Award 
Recipient: Robert Kronick 

Honors a faculty or staff member whose work has made a significant impact 
on the Knoxville-area community. 
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Grants and Contracts Recipients 
 ($100,000 Minimum) 

Presiding – Bob Cargile, Director  
 
Ahmed Bettaieb. Metabolic functions of adipose pyruvate  

kinase M2. National Institutes of Health, $248,999. 
 
Ernest Brewer: 

 Academic Enrichment Upward Bound. US Dept. of 
Education, $347,684. 

 Educational Opportunity Center. US Dept. of 
Education, $451,653. 

 Upward Bound [Pre-College]  -Revision 1. US Dept. of 
Education, $386,632. 

 Upward Bound Math and Science Program. US Dept. 
of Education, $297,034. 

 Veterans Upward Bound Program. US Dept. of 
Education, $315,916. 

 
Stephanie Cowherd. Tennessee DHS/Division of  

Rehabilitation Services/UT CLEE. Tennessee 
Department of Human Services, $788,331. 

 
Patrick Dunn. Long-Term Training: Rehabilitation Counselors  

for the Deaf. US Dept. of Education - Office of Special 
Education & Rehabilitative Services, $148,443. 

 
Samantha Ehrlich. Physical Activity in Pregnancy for  

Intergenerational Obesity Prevention. National 
Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney 
Diseases, $148,159. 

 
Ann Fairhurst. Culinary Training for Pellissippi State 

Community College - Associate Degree Program. 
Pellissippi State Community College (PSTCC), 
$434,592. 
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Grants and Contracts Recipients 
 (continued) 

 
Melinda Gibbons. PIPES: Possibilities in Postsecondary  

Education and Science among Rural Appalachian 
Youth. Office of Research Infrastructure Program, 
$209,136. 

 
Sarah Hillyer. Better World: Empowering Global Change  

Agents through Sports. U.S. Department  
of State, $1,030,000. 

 
Aaron Kohring:  

 LINCS Regional Professional Development Centers 
Program. US Department of Education, $284,750. 

 Transition & Self Determination Support. Tennessee 
Department of Education, $549,150. 

 
Marcia Kolvitz. Postsecondary Education Center for  

Individuals who are Deaf. California State University, 
Northridge (CSUN), $286,976. 

 
Robert Kronick. University-Assisted Community School.  

Catholic Charities of East Tennessee, Inc., $100,000. 
 
Tara Moore. East Tennessee Center for Positive Behavioral  

Interventions and Supports. Tennessee Department 
of Education, $3,750,000. 

 
Angela Sarratt. Project TRiPS: Therapeutic Recreation in  

Public Schools. Tennessee Department of Education, 
$869,349. 

 
David Smith. Tennessee Education of the Deaf (TENNEDDE)  

Personnel Preparation Project: Focus Area B: 
Preparing personnel to serve school-age children 
with low-incidence disabilities. US Dept. of 
Education, $250,000. 
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Grants and Contracts Recipients 
 (continued) 

 
Marsha Spence. Public Health Nutrition Leadership Education 

and Training for a Healthy MCH Population. Health 
Resources and Services Administration, $196,792. 

 
Jamia Stokes. Diversity in Teaching 2015. Tennessee Higher  

Education Commission, $100,000. 
 
Heidi Stolz. Tennessee Dad: Enhancing Father Engagement  

with Home Visiting Services. Tennessee Department 
of Health, $607,500. 

 
Connie White: 

 Tennessee Teachers' Professional Development 
Event Support. Tennessee Department of Education, 
$2,214,764. 

 Tennessee Teachers' Professional Development 
Event Support. Tennessee Department of Education, 
$877,092 

 
Kimberly Wolbers. National Leadership Consortium in  

Sensory Disabilities, Fellowships. Salus University, 
$143,680. 

 
Ling Zhao. Anti-obesity effects of adipose-targeting  

resveratrol nanocarriers. Texas Tech University 
(TTU), $118,625. 
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University of Tennessee Support Staff 
Service Awards 

Presiding – Jamia Stokes, Director 

 
5 Years 

John Alunni Jr.  
Bonnie Bull 

Katie Denton-Walls 
Jessica Ogburn 

Katie Potter 
Jana Spitzer  

Danielle Thibus 
Carrie Trexler 
Tyler White 

 
10 Years 

Dilyn Hauck 
Beth Huemmer 
Rebecca Jenkins 

Mary Catherine Orem 
Kelly Steele 

Margy Wirtz-Henry 
 

15 Years 
Bronda Angel 
Patricia Danko 
Kathie Dobbins 

Veronica McKinney 
Elizabeth Newton 

 
20 Years 

Arlene Glanton 
Karen Walker 

Ed White 
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University of Tennessee Support Staff 
Service Awards 

(continued) 
 

25 Years 
Kathy Kidd 

Denise Stansberry 
 

30 Years 
Anne Miller Stott 

 
35 Years 

Susan Benner 
Diane Booker 

 
40 Years 

Pamela Andrews  
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2014-2015 Faculty & Staff Retirements  
Presiding – Bob Rider, Department Heads, & Directors 

 
Center for Literacy, Education, and Employment (CLEE) 

 Sandra Fugate, 2000-2015 

 Roma Powis, 2004-2015 
 
Child and Family Studies  

 Priscilla Blanton, 1972-2015 
 
Institute for Assessment and Evaluation (IAE) 

 Stephanie Robinson, 1994-2015 

 Connie Settle, 1993-2015 
 
Office of Professional Licensure  

 Marian Phillips, 2013-2016 
 
Retail, Hospitality, and Tourism Management  

 Pat Shireman, 1983-2016 
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Dean’s Awards 
Presiding - Bob Rider, Dean  

 
 Rising Star  

Dr. James Williams 
 

 Service 
Faculty:  Dr. Angela Wozencroft 
Staff:  Laura Stetler 
 

 MVP 
Margy Wirtz Henry 

 
 Leadership 

Dr. Mary Jane Moran 

 
 

 
 
 

Closing Remarks 
Bob Rider  
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Door Prizes/Donor Recognition 
 

 
 

College Contributors: 
Please join us in thanking members of our college and our 
senators for donating gift cards and/or merchandise to be 
used as door prizes at today’s event: 
 

 Jules Morris (Marketing & Communications) 

 Karen Walker (TPTE) 

 Rocky Top Institute 

 CEHHS Dean’s Office 
 
 

 College Senators: 

 Jim Bemiller (KRSS) 

 Sarah Colby (NUTR) 

 Jennifer Jabson (PUBH) 

 Elizabeth Johnson (CFS) 

 Youn-Kyung Kim (RHTM) 

 Judson Laughter (TPTE) 

 Dorian McCoy (ELPS) 

 Shawn Spurgeon (EPC) 

 Sylvia Trendafilova (KRSS) 

 Deborah Wooten (TPTE) 
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Door Prizes/Donor Recognition 
(continued) 

 

 
Contributions From Local Businesses: 

 
We want to thank the following community vendors who 
have partnered with us today by donating door prizes: 
 

 Be Bombdiggity 
 Benton’s Smoky Mountain Country Hams 
 Bravo! 

 Bush’s Beans 
 The Casual Pint 

 Chick-fil-A 
 Erika Biddix, Rodan & Fields Independent 

Consultant 

 Knox Whiskey Works 

 Papa Murphy’s (Bearden)  
 Radio Systems Corporation 

 Starbucks (Turkey Creek) 
 WBIR Channel 10 

 Wild Love Bakehouse 
 Yankee Candle (Turkey Creek) 
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The College of Education, Health & Human Sciences 

 
Enhancing the Quality of Life 

Through Research, Outreach, and Practice 

 
 

 

 
 

CEHHS Faculty & Staff: 

 

Thank you so much  

for another great year  

in our college!  

 

It is our joy today to 

celebrate YOU! 


