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Congratulations to the following students for successfully
passing the CHES exam!

Sara O’Brien
Francesca Size
Mona Lane
Ricky Rutherford
Mykenzie Zanolli

\l/

/2

Congratulations to Public Health PhD
student Danielle Trotter on being
accepted into the 2026 Summer cohort
Community Engagement Academy!

The community Engagement Academy

(CEA) is an interdisciplinary profession

program designed for new UTK faculty,
post docs, and graduate students

interested in applying the fundamental
concepts of community-engaged

scholarship to their research, teaching,

and practice.




Congratulations to the following students for receiving departmental
awards for excellence in their respective concentrations!

Mily Vidal- Kathy Ebener Award (APEX)
Katie Hall- June Gorski Award (CHE)
Pulkit Gairola- Gary and Rebecca Blauser Award (EPI)
Callie Tucker- Charles Hamilton Award (HPM)
Caitlyn Switzler- John New Award (VPH)

MPH student Mykenzie Zanolli completed her APEXx at Afya
Care and Treatment Services in Columbus, Mississippi through _s
the Region IV Public Health Training Center. Although the
nonprofit has only been operating for two years, it has rapidly
expanded its impact in the community by launching new
programs and managing federal funding streams, including
Ryan White Part B and a HRSA behavioral health grant.

During her placement, Mykenzie contributed to several high-
Impact initiatives. She developed grant proposals addressing
critical public health issues such as human trafficking,
collaborated with local school boards to present a behavioral
health pathways curriculum, and conducted research to support
health education content for a newly funded program. She also
led the organization’s social media strategy, strengthening
community outreach and engagement. Additionally, Mykenzie
designed and facilitated a discussion panel focused on victims’
rights and local advocacy efforts in recognition of National
Crime Victims’ Rights Week, further demonstrating her
leadership and commitment to community-based public health
practice.




Congratulations to Distance Education MPH student, Liz Hall, on presenting her
APEX research at the Ohio Association of Gerontology and Education
Conference in Columbus, Ohio! Liz conducted her APEXx with Dr. Perion and
examined the influence of a novel multisensory device on group engagement in
people with dementia residing in a long-term care facility.

Way to go, Liz!
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As part of their APEX projects, five MPH students presented or will be
presenting their research at conferences around the country.
Congrats to all!

Callie Tucker — presented a poster at TIPQC
Liz Hall — presented a poster at OAGE
Sephora N’Sapo — had an abstract accepted for TPHA
Sara O’Brien — had an abstract accepted for TPHA



We are excited to share that we have FIVE new doctors in the department!
McKenzie Granata Green, Sumon Gosh, Rosy Kamrunnaher, Rebeca
Nieves, and Aimee Pehrson all successfully defended their PhDs this

academic year! Way to go, all!

Rebeca began her Ph.D. journey in August 2023. Rebeca recalls sitting in
orientation with her cohort, reviewing the program handbook and wondering
whether she was truly prepared for what laid ahead. Now, several after defending
her dissertation, she finds herself reflecting on how quickly the last three years
have passed. Her Ph.D. experience has been a continuous journey of growth which
has challenged her to stay curious, push beyond her limits, and engage with ideas in
new ways. While coursework provided a strong foundation, the transition into
independent research marked a turning point, requiring the mental endurance to
move forward through uncertainty and self-doubt. Rebeca’s dissertation examined
the associations between social determinants of health and a range of subjective
and objective health outcomes among Puerto Ricans living on the island of Puerto
Rico, highlighting important disparities and opportunities for target public health
interventions which is a topic that has inspire her since her MPH training. As she
closes this chapter, Rebeca plans to return to Puerto Rico to reunite with her family
and pursue a career in social epidemiology, with a focus on advancing research and
Interventions that address health inequities in underserved communities
Congratulations, Rebeca!




McKenzie Granata Green began her Ph.D. in August 2022. Coming from a
background in bench science, she quickly discovered that public health research
requires a very different approach than work conducted at the laboratory bench.

Now, just weeks away from graduation with her degree, McKenzie cannot

Imagine herself in any other field. Her research, which focuses on the lived

experiences of individuals with chronic pulmonary conditions in rural and

underserved communities, has provided opportunities to collaborate with and
learn from remarkable individuals around the world. Following graduation,
McKenzie will continue her service as Director of the Wayne County Health
Department in Wayne County, West Virginia, as well as Public Health
Coordinator for Medical Missions Outreach, an international medical missions
organization- roles she assumed during the final year of her doctoral program




Congratulations to MPH student Treasure
Johnson for being accepted into the NexGen:
Tennessee Hospital Executive Internship
hosted by the Tennessee Hospital Association.
Through this fellowship, Treasure will be
placed with Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare
in Memphis, Tennessee, her hometown.
Treasure is excited to gain experience in
healthcare administration, leadership, and
hospital operations.

Way to go, Treasure!

Congratulations to MPH student Jeandré
Joubert for being accepted into the
NexGen: Tennessee Hospital Executive
Internship hosted by the Tennessee
Hospital Association.

Through this fellowship, Jeandré will be
placed with Covenant Health at
Methodist Medical Center of Oak Ridge,
Tennessee, where he will be working
under the leadership of Jeremy Biggs,
President and Chief Administrative
Officer.

Way to go, Jeandré!
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UT Bachelor of Science in Public Health (BSPH) Seniors Graduate with Real-World
Experience and Momentum

In just its third year, the UT BSPH program is graduating 49 seniors this spring and summer—and they are
leaving with more than a degree. They are stepping forward with hands-on experience, professional networks, and
a clear sense of direction.

A large share of BSPH graduates are continuing their education in Medical School, Physician Assistant,
Nursing, MPH, and other health professions programs, while others are staying on with their internship sites,
moving directly into the workforce.

Together, this graduating class reflects what the BSPH program was designed to do: prepare students not just to
understand public health—but to enter the field ready to contribute.

From Emergency Department to Education: BSPH Interns Make an Impact Across Sectors

Our BSPH interns are gaining hands-on experience in a wide range of settings—healthcare systems, nonprofits,
public health agencies, and emergency response organizations—demonstrating the breadth of opportunities in
public health. During junior or senior year, every public health major completes a practice experience (minimum
120 contact hours) with an organization that advances their public health skills and career path.



Seth Proctor (UT Medical Center — Emergency Department)
Focus: Alcohol withdrawal treatment research
Impact: Examined use of phenobarbital in the ED to manage symptoms and reduce ICU

admissions

Pathway: Patient transporter — Tech — ED intern; built relationships with physicians
Next Step: Medical School

Little Chefs, 3

516 CHANGE

Marin Monesmith (Little Chefs, Big Change — Nonprofit)

Focus: Nutrition education for families

Impact: Developed recipe cards and materials for parents and children
Next Step: Five-year MPH (Health Policy & Management), University
of Tennessee, Knoxville

Yanet Ramirez Perez (Knox County Health Department)
R Focus: Adolescent health education

I."_ NESSE] Impact: Created social media content on teen sexual health; supported local resource research
Next Step: Pre-Med Bachelors
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Restoring Lives in Jesus” Name

Jillian Fanning (911 TacMed — Emergency Response Training)

Focus: First responder training evaluation

Impact: Assessed high-fidelity simulation to improve real-world readiness
Next Step: Physician Assistant School in Texas (Trauma Medicine focus)

Grace Hembree (KARM - Nonprofit, Homeless Services)

Focus: Community health assessment

Impact: Identified priority health needs during organizational shift to
programmatic services

Next Step: MPH in Environmental Epidemiology, Georgia State
University

Together, these internship experiences highlight the versatility of a BSPH degree—and how students are applying
public health skills in diverse, real-world contexts.

Where BSPH Takes You: Early Alumni Outcomes Tell the Story

For a new program, outcomes matter. Early data from the BSPH program’s inaugural alumni survey offer a clear
signal: graduates are moving forward—and they feel prepared when they get there.
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After graduation, approximately 80% of BSPH alumni are enrolled in graduate or professional school (e.g.,
Medical School, Physician Assistant School, Nursing, MPH, MBA, Master of Public Policy), positioning the
degree as a strong launchpad into fields like healthcare and public health. Among those working, alumni are most
often employed in healthcare settings, reflecting the program’s versatility across the health sector.

Just as important as where they go is how they feel when they arrive. Alumni consistently report strong
preparation in professionalism, critical thinking, communication, and working with diverse populations—
core skills that translate across careers and settings.

They are also clear about what comes next. Graduates point to the need for more structured opportunities to build
professional networks, communication skills, and applied Al competencies—feedback that is already
informing program enhancements, including new coursework focused on career preparation.

When asked to evaluate the value of the BSPH degree with a letter grade, alumni rate the BSPH highly, with
grades ranging from A+ to B— (median A)—a strong endorsement for a program still in its early years.

The takeaway: BSPH graduates are primarily going on for graduate training in a range of health professions—
clinical and non-clinical-- with a shared foundation in public health, ready to adapt, lead, and make an impact to
improve population health.

Celebrating the Inaugural Hornberger Health Equity Leadership Award Recipients

The Department of Public Health is proud to recognize McKenzie Nguyen and Laila Harper as the inaugural
recipients of the Dorothy L. Hornberger Health Equity Leadership
Award in Public Health.

Presented during the Tennessee Public Health Association’s East
Grand Division Meeting at the Knox County Health Department, this
new award honors BSPH students who demonstrate leadership and
measurable impact in addressing health disparities and improving
outcomes in underserved communities.

"

McKenzie and Laila exemplify the intent of the award through their | 4ila Harper and Mckenzie Nguyen,

leadership, service, and commitment to advancing health equity. inaugural recipients of the Dorothy L.
Hornberger Health Equity Leadership in
Public Health Award

Established in Spring 2026, the award provides two $1,000
scholarships annually over five years and is made possible
through the generosity of a dedicated community partner: Joel
Hornberger.

Named in honor of Dorothy L. Hornberger, a nurse committed
to caring for all, the award reflects a shared commitment to
. advancing health equity through service and leadership.

L = WS
From left: Laila Harper, Joel Hornberger, and
McKenzie Nguyen


https://cehhs.utk.edu/publichealth/hornberger-award/
https://cehhs.utk.edu/publichealth/hornberger-award/
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Out of the Classroom, into the Field

This semester, students in PUBH 336: Public Health Research Methods, taught by Dr. Larisa Ozeryansky, stepped
beyond the classroom and into the community through a partnership with the Knoxville Area Rescue Ministries
(KARM), a local shelter that provides services for people experiencing housing instability
Over a two-week period, 40 students conducted nearly 200 in-person interviews at the Summit Health Clinic. Through
this fieldwork, students explored community health needs while gaining hands-on experience in survey design, data
collection, and ethical, community-engaged research.

This project reflects the power of experiential learning, students applied the skills learned in class to a real-world
public health context in their community - building skills in communication, cultural humility, and public health
practice. The semester culminated in a Final Poster Showcase on April 30, where students presented scientific posters
and artistic interpretations of their findings and fieldwork experiences to guests from KARM and across UTK.

As part of National Public Health Week,
T three BSPH seniors, Laila Harper, Lily
| Cravens, and McKenzie Nguyen, stepped in
front of a room of public health
professionals to deliver brief elevator
speeches at the Knox County Health
Department during the Tennessee Public
Health Association’s East Grand Division
Meeting on April 10, 2026.



https://www.apha.org/initiatives/national-public-health-week
https://www.tnpublichealth.org/
https://www.tnpublichealth.org/

Covgrats:

GRADUATES!

We are so proud of you and
cannot wait to see where
your degree takes youl!
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